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This same office helped the Polish students who were at the university, in the Academy of Fine Arts,
in boarding schools and in private schools.

This same office sent hundreds of parcels with food to Poland. They sent other hundreds of
packages with clothing, food stuffs and medications to the concentration camps. They also covered
the cost of travel of several families to Argentina, Brazil and the United States because these
families were being sought after in Italy by the Gestapo.

Day after day this same office intervened with the civil authorities, consulates and
embassies concerning Polish matters. These are all facts proving what the Pope did for the Polish
people and for Polish affairs. Despite this, there are certain people beating the drum of arch-
patriotism, insolently claiming that neither the Pope nor the Catholic Church did absolutely
anything for the Polish people and for Polish affairs.

Tell me, what can we call such people who make these and similar accusations; accusations
that are false, full of lies and slanderous?

I must keep the Savior's command: “Forgive them for they don’t know what they are talking
about!” The Italians have a very forcible, expressive word to describe such characters. The word is;
cretins.

Was the field of the charitable activity of the Holy Father limited to Italy and Rumania? Not
atall! It reached into Hungary, and to Switzerland; it reached into Spain and into India - one can
freely say that it reached into every corner where the unfortunate Polish people had taken cover.

Thus the Pope bought a huge edifice in Hungary for the young people in academies and
universities and maintained a great crowd of boys and girls there at his own personal expense. We
cannot gorged that the Apostolic Nuncio, Angelo Rotta, often appealed to the Hungarian
government for humane treatment of the Polish refugees.

In Switzerland, the Holy Father interceded for the Polish soldiers who were interned there
so that t heir priests could have free access to them. With the offerings which they received from
the Papal See, the priests were able to buy warm clothing for those interned, medication for the sick
and they financially maintained the young people who were studying in grammar schools and
secondary schools.

In Spain, the office of the Papal Nuncio kept close watch over the fate of civilians as well as
the military. Bishop Okoniewski testifies to this. For a certain time he lived in Spain and together
with others he distributed packages with clothing, warm underwear, food and fruit all of which was
bought with funds from the Pope’s representative in Madrid.

This same story was corroborated by the Polish refugees whose war-time activity forced
them to go to Portugal and Africa, especially to Tangiers, Casablanca and Morocco.

In 1942, 400 Polish orphans arrived in India; They had been freed by the Soviet monarch,
Uncle Joe! The committee was lost and helpless. The Holy Father was notified of this. It was then
this Pope Pius XII who is so disliked, personally took upon himself the cost of caring for 200
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orphans; the third group of 100 orphans were under the care and protection of the Polish Red Cross
while the American Red Cross provided the last 100 orphans with care.

These wonderful gestures of the Pope are totally forgotten by theses arch-patriotic Poles
who are so strong in their mouth and feet and so weak and underdeveloped in their brains and
minds.

Oh, I forgot that there were also Polish refugees in Yugoslavia. The Holy Father was there
also with his funds. He not only helped the Polish refugees there, but also the Polish officials who
were left at their posts in the diplomatic service. I know, because I spoke with some of them there
and again in 1942, I met some of them in London. Do you know from where they got the money to
fly from Yugoslavia to France? But, of course, from the Papal funds.

Perhaps the Apostolic See didn’t do anything for the Polish people in France? In the first
place, as a sign of not recognizing the German-Nazi potentates in occupied Poland, the Holy See sent
Monsignor Pacini as its representative to the Polish government. In addition to that and here I
repeat what was written in L'Osservatore Romano. “Thanks to the generosity of the Pope, help was
delivered to the Polish war prisoners in the form of packages of food and clothing; for those in
concentration camps - food, clothing and woolen blankets.

Among others, a certain serious Polish woman was regularly given greater quotas of food so
that she could help smaller groups of refugees and sick people who were scattered among various
hospitals. Considerable efforts were made for the military sick and invalids, also for a monthly
pension for isolated families. The merciful heart and generous hands of the Pope even reached out
to the Polish people in Germany. Naturally, only as far as circumstances and conditions allowed for
this.

Thanks to the generosity of the Holy Father, the Polish Red Cross in Italy and the wife of the
Polish Ambassador to the Holy See, Lady Papee often sent Polish prisoners packages of food, Polish
books and other items.

Despite all of this, there were and there are, and no doubt there will be certain Poles who
will insist that the Pope did very little or almost nothing for the Polish people and for Polish affairs.

We are not allowed to forget that Pope Pius XII was the first, yes, the very first who before
the entire world, condemned the German attack and invasion of Poland in 1939 and censured the
barbarous ill treatment of the Polish nation. In his encyclicals, in his proclamations, in his radio
talks, at every occasion, he announced that - “Poland is awaiting a resuscitation to life, just as the
principles of justice and peace demand.” And “.... your laws are so clear that we have the hope that
all the nations will realize their debt top Poland who has a bt too often been the scene for settling
their accounts. Therefore, everyone in whose heart there exists even a spark of human and
Christian feeling will demand for Poland her due place among the nations.”

Despite the fact that the Pope so often demanded justice for Poland, despite the fact that the
Pope intervened in affairs and also in governments of the Allies, despite the fact that the Pope
financed good works and works of mercy, we find individuals who are so unfair, who in their malice
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and perversity dare to say that the Pope forgot about Poland and that the Pope did not help the
Polish people. Because the Pope was doing good things, they beat up on the Pope.

But, my arch-patriot from Brooklyn goes a lot further. He maintains that the “entire Catholic
Church, already for the longest time, but especially since the outbreak of World War II treated
Poland unfairly.”

I ask that gentleman whether he ever heard of the Committee of the Catholic Bishops of the
United States who every year beginning with 1941 have a collection in all of the Catholic Churches
and from these collections, thousands of dollars were set aside to help the Polish people.

For another group of thousands of dollars, a committee of bishops here bought wholesale
stocks of clothing and medicine and were sending these directly to the Polish women and children
in Persia, Turkey and India.

In addition to this, my Brooklyn friend does not know about the Catholic League which
spent millions of dollars, both on Polish territory as well as beyond Poland, giving out clothing, food
products and medicines saving thousands of people from death by starvation. Plus, God only knows
how many millions of dollars our people here sent their relatives in Poland in ready cash, and at the
cost of how many millions they have sent and continue to send packages of food, clothing and
medical supplies. You must also know that 98% of the Polish people in the United States are the
sons and daughters of the Roman Catholic Church.

In view of these facts of which there are still many more, how does the objection of our
Brooklyn friend look who so boldly wields his pen, passing sentence on “the Pope and the Catholic
Church that for the longest time, and especially since the outbreak of World War II, have treated
Poland unfairly!” You be the judges.

The fact that he judges me of some sort of matter of a political nature he is allowed however,
as I love my aunt, I do not understand when and in what I had dipped my finger in some sort of
matter that was of a political nature; I repeat, that he and others who are like him, can knock me
down, but - Don’t you dare touch the Pope and the Church! I will not allow you to beat up on the
Pope! I will defend the Church from slanderous accusations today, tomorrow and forever!
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February 3, 1952
1 greet all of you my dear country men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

About 2,000 years ago, Jesus Himself did something that we can scarcely understand. He
took one of His older Apostles and put him in the midst of the civilized world, gave him the
following command: “Stay here; from here teach truth and virtue and despite the changes and
upheavals swirling around you, despite the passions and malice trying to close and seal your lips,
do not keep silence even for a little while. Remain for all times until the end of time as the voice of
truth, justice, law and dignity.”

When this elderly Apostle, terrified at the order of his Divine Teacher and not believing in
his own strength, was already opening his lips to excuse himself from the duties Christ was placing
on his shoulders. The Savior, seeing his confusion and knowing his intentions, added in a gentle but
firm voice: “You are the rock and on this rock I will build My Church and the gates of hell will not
prevail against it.”

Turn over the pages of twenty centuries of world history. You will learn that during that
time and end up until the present time there were 262 Popes who have always fulfilled their Divine
mission with great conscientiousness and always taught the truths, justice and the dignity of man.
They taught where one’s duty and happiness lies.

True, the world revolted and revolts, the people jeered and still jeer, yet despite all of that,
the Papacy was and is a great power. The crazier the world becomes, the more the Papacy shines,
Words of wisdom flow from the Chair of Peter pointing out to the people the way which they should
tread in order to reach their destination.

Recently some wrote: “No one can frighten the Holy Father and force him to keep silence,
not the most powerful monarch, not the cleverest diplomat not even a raging rabble.” Despite that,
there are people for whom the Pope is a beam in their eye, a fishbone in their throat. They don’t
want to see him, they can’t stomach him. Among such we can include a certain benefactor living in
Brooklyn who wrote to me on October 3, 1951 saying: “Your radio program pleases us very much,
except for certain parts that are of a political nature. However, considering that the Catholic Church,
with its Pope at the head, especially during these last years, and especially since the outbreak of
World War II has treated Poland unfairly. Therefore, we have determined not to support any
Catholic undertakings. We therefore ask you not to send us any letters concerning this Radio Hour.”

Whoever wrote this letter deserves two distinctions - one for perversity and another for
spitefulness. Can an intelligent person write such vile and false things and thus offend every
Catholic? In any case however, let us go to today’s talk -

DO NOT TOUCH THE POPE

I believe that the respected Reverend Zygmunt Jakubowski, a learned and outstanding
member of the Congregation of the Jesuits will forgive me for using his article which was in the
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Catholic press. It tears down certain accusations made against Pope Pius XII, calling him an enemy
of Poland and of the Polish people. Listen to what he says it is worthwhile.

“Not too long ago I found myself in the company over which a decent and rather sincere
Catholic woman who was Polish and very gullible, was holding sway. One thing and another was
discussed. Suddenly, Pope Pius XII was the topic of the conversation. ‘l don’t believe in the Pope. I
stand corrected. It is all the same to me. I don’t believe and that’s the end.”

“Have you determined that the Pope is teaching heresy? Or that he has abandoned the
teachings of Jesus Christ?”

“Oh, no but our present Pope is on the sides of Mussolini and Hitler, because he blessed the
countries of Italy and Germany.”

“Did you read about this in the American newspapers?” “I don’t have much time for reading
because I own a store, but people are constantly talking.”

“On what do these people base their accusations? Do you know that the repetition and
spread of such lies spreads Nazi propaganda? Fighting with the Germans, England judges Pope Pius
XI1 differently. For example, printed in England, the Catholic Times included an article ‘Germans
misrepresent the Pope to Poles.’ The German press in Poland has often tried to present the Pope as
an adherent of the New Order of the State, saying about him that he grants audiences to the German
generals and gives them his blessings. The Germans want to make known that the matter of Poland
and all the other countries conquered by the Germans, are considered by the Pope as a finished
matter.”

In this matter, two Catholic priests with suspicious backgrounds helped the Nazi
government. They were Father Krawczyk and Father Odillo, a Franciscan. Vatican Radio had issued
a warning about Father Krawczyk because of his lectures in Spain. The assertions by this priest that
the Church in Germany and in Poland was not undergoing any persecution under the rule of Hitler,
was declared by Vatican Radio a lie! Since the German press was doing its utmost to create
bitterness between the Polish people and the Apostolic See, the Polish priests in their homilies were
presenting the true role of the Pope in the present war. Both in Poland and beyond their
boundaries, a brochure entitled - The Attitude of Pope Pius XII and Polish Affairs was distributed in
which the claims of the German propaganda were fully denied.

The London Catholic Times writes “The English people,” as you see, Madam, “are laughing at
the German lies that Pope Pius XII blessed the German armies.”

“And we Polish people in the United States? Please, Father, there had to be something since
people are talking about it.” “Madam, do you know what that was about? The English Catholic
Newsletter carried an article that Pope Pius XII gave an audience and his blessing to 600 Catholic
soldiers from the Italian and German armies who wanted to pay homage to the Pope. That's all! Was
there anything vicious in that? I don’t think so. The Pope is father of all Catholics. The English was
well as the Belgian, the German as well as the French, the Polish as well as the Italians, the Spanish
as well as the Americans. Is he permitted to receive his sons? I think so.”
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“We also must remember this that the same Pope Pius XII several times already had sent his
blessing to the Polish army fighting in France or England under the command of General Walter
Sikorski.” “Somehow I didn’t hear of that nor have I read about it.”

“That’s just too bad, because our daily papers in America wrote about it.”

My companion is a little bit worried however, she won’t give up.

That's true.
The English papers also write about that, but they wonder why only three bishops were doing these
blessings since the Italians have a couple hundred of bishops. Anyway, what does that say? The
bishops of every country bless their guns, their cannons, tanks, airplanes and armored cruisers. Our
Polish bishops blessed and still bless the weapons of our Polish army, just as the same is done by
the bishops of the Czechs, the French, the Hungarians, the English, the Canadians, the Australians,
the Americans and more under this condition, that someone in authority asked them to do so.”
There was dead silence.

“I heard that the Italian bishops blessed the Italian cannons, tanks and planes.

However, after a short while, the person in conversation with me began to speak again.
“That’s all very nice, but I won’t even give a penny to this present Pope.” “You won’t give, but others
will give, such who believe that Pius XII is impartial and providential for the world and for Poland. I
am only curious as to why you are so angry with this Pope?” “Because he is an Italian.” “And what if
he were a Jew?” “Oh, such we never had.” “What about the first Pope, St. Peter?” “But Pope Pius XII
probably gives that Peter’s Pence collection to Mussolini for war.” “Really? Do you have any proof of
this?” “What else would the Pope do with the great amount of money that he gets from all over the
world?” “As I see it, you don’t have the faintest idea of the expenses of the Papacy. He needs money
to maintain the Vatican, the archives, the museum collections, the radio station and the printer, his
summer residence in Castel Gondolfo and more. Also, without money, the Papal Tribunals or
Congregations cannot exist or function settling matters for the entire church. Also, who do you
think pays for the Papal universities, academies, institutes and colleges? Also, what about the
mission countries? Do you know that in Africa, America, Asia, Australia and Oceana there exist 485
dioceses that are being formed and are called Apostolic Vicariates, Apostolic Prefectures and
independent Missions? Do you realize or know who maintains the Missionaries and Sisters in these
countries, who helps to pay for the building of churches, chapels, schools, hospitals, orphanages,
foundling homes, pharmacies for the poor? Did you know that in these mission countries there are
98 seminaries with about 3,200 students? Are you aware that in those lands the Church has 316
small seminaries in which 12,000 students are taught? And who maintains all of this?

It seems to me that the Holy Father pays for all of this from the money he gets in the form of
Peter’s Pence. One must also remember that in order to maintain all of these works, the Pope would
have to receive at least dozens of millions of dollars. Yes! Dozens! The Holy Father presently
receives only several millions. The countries of Europe that have not been wasted by war, give him
very little. Africa, Australia, Asia and Oceania give him practically nothing, so it is only America that
gives him money. Yet, somehow, I never read anywhere that America gave the Holy Father dozens
or several millions of dollars annually.




image4.jpeg
Nevertheless, this Pope Pius XII, who receives at least ten times less money than his
predecessors did, has created a special office in the Vatican to aid families who have been separated
by the war to find their lost members. In the two years of war, from 1939 - 1942, this office of
information settled over one fourth of a million affairs.

What is even more, this same Pontiff in the year 1941 sent help to the flood victims in
Hungary, to the victims of hurricane and fire in the Spanish town of Santander and to the victims of
fire in the Columbian town of Tado. All of this has been written up in the press.”

“That’s all very nice. However, there is one thing that really hurts me, that that very same
Pope doesn’t give anything to the very poorest of all that is to the Poles. Why?”

“At this very moment I have in my hand the English Catholic Newsletter from June 21, 1941.
In it I find this piece of news: ‘The sum of 5,000 pounds of sterling which is about $20,000 was
collected in America for the Papal Fund of Aid for the Victims of War. The Polish government
received this as funding for the Polish Medical Center that was established in Scotland. At the
recommendation of the Holy Father, this money was sent from Washington to Archbishop Godfrey,
the Apostolic Delegate to Great Britain, for him to deliver to the Polish to the Polish authorities.’

A few months ago Reverend Father Stanley Skudrzyk, the representative for the Polish
Apostolic Nuncio in Rumania, wrote to us that for the 3,000 Polish refugees that are still in
Rumania, he received 750,000 Rumanian leiow.

On December 27, 1941, the Brooklyn paper The Tablet carried an article from the National
Press Office of the Catholic Charities Conference, affirming that at the beginning of December, the
American bishops, in conformity to the wishes of the Holy Father, sent him $300,000 that were
collected on the last Sunday of Lent for the victims of war.

This article stressed that from that amount, the Holy Father allotted $25,000 for the aid of
the Slovenians and Croats; $30,000 was set aside to help the Greeks; $20,000 was allotted for the
victims of war in England; $20,000 for the war victims in Scandinavia; $20,000 for the victims of
war in the Baltic countries; $20,000 for the victims of war in France; $25,000 for the victims of war
in Belgium, Holland and Luxemburg; $43,000 he decided to turn for the immediate help for other
countries that were affected by war; $47,000 he set aside for the very poorest people in Poland;
$20,000 for the Polish and other refugees in Ireland; $15,000 for the Polish refugees in Portugal and
$15,000 for the Polish refugees in Russia.

Thus while other countries received 30, 25 and 20 thousands of dollars, the Holy Father
gave the Polish people $97,000 in aid.”

“Yet the people were saying that the Pope gave that money to Mussolini to use for the war.
Empty prattle! And Madam, did you hear that Farinaccim, who spoke in the name of Mussolini and
as often as he could, attacked both, the Vatican and the Pope? Madam, do you know that on the day
that Italy declared war on France, Mussolini sent orders to all of the clergy in Rome to ring all the
church bells in Rome as a sign of joy? When the Holy Father found out about this, he immediately
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sent out opposite orders and he informed Mussolini that in conformity with the Lateran Pact, such
orders are only given by the Head of the Church and not by the Head of State!

Mussolini gave in but he was looking for revenge. A few days later, the Pope left the Vatican
in order to celebrate Mass in one of the Roman basilicas. Suddenly, the Papal car was stopped at a
crossroads and was surrounded from all sides by crowds of young fascists shouting, ‘Away with the
Pope! Down with the Pope!” The Holy Father was so frightened by this public manifestation of
hatred that his public audiences were cancelled for several weeks. Yes, Madam, everything that is
being spread about Pius XII in our Polish America has its source not in Pius XII but in the anger of
our atheists liberals and German propaganda which is determined to undermine the confidence of
Polish people in the Apostolic See.”

As all of you know, I spent the entire month of November in 1939 among the Polish refugees
in Rumania. The Apostolic Nuncio to Poland at that time, Archbishop Cortesi, regularly received
every month significant amounts of money which he liberally distributed to the refugees. His first
reason for doing so was so that they would not suffer from hunger. Secondly, he hoped that they
would escape to France.

No one knows how many officers, technicians and engineers, thanks to such help, escaped
beyond the borders of Rumania, but one can say that they numbered several thousand.

During that time, on account of military limits, there was no thought of being able to
purchase new shoes or warm underwear not only in Rumania, but nowhere in the Balkan countries.

The Holy Father sent a special commission to Portugal which bought several tons of warm
underwear, heavy winter coats, material for dresses, and more. It filled an entire freight car. The
Holy Father paid for all of the material plus the cost of transportation. This was the Pope’s
Christmas present to the Polish refugees.

The late Cardinal Hlond used to tell me in Rome that regularly, every month, the Pope sent
six to ten wagons of cereal, sugar, boxed milk and vaccines to Poland in order to save the Polish
children from sicknesses and from death by starvation. The Polish Ambassador Wieniawa-
Dlugoszewski wept when he was telling me of Pope Pius XII's acts of mercy towards the Polish
people.

The Holy Father commanded Monsignor Mlodochowski, who at that time was the rector of
the Polish College in Rome to accept without question priests and professors who had managed to
escape from Poland. There were always about 100 of them at the college. They were beaten and
crushed; I know, I saw them. And who paid for their keep, for their medical treatment? Pope Pius
XI1. Who in Rome created with the Roman aristocracy and with that group of Polish people who
lived permanently in Rome the famous Committee for the Help of Polish Refugees, which two years
later changed its name to the Papal Office of Aid? Again, it was our Holy Father.

According to Wieniawa-Dlugoszewski, all financial help came from the Pope. Twice a week
his office distributed financial subsidies to pay for the rent, to buy clothing and pay for medication.




